
Introduction to the 
Aperture System

For Raters



ABOUT THIS SESSION

Raters or Educators, 
Anyone Completing 

Student Ratings

You will be equipped 
with the necessary 

resources to complete 
ratings for students.

WHAT? WHO?

ASK QUESTIONS AT ANY TIME IN THE CHATBOX.



AGENDA

INTRODUCTION

THE BENEFITS OF SEL

THE DESSA

TIPS FOR RATERS

DEMO OF THE APERTURE SYSTEM

NEXT STEPS



Opening Activity

Who inspired you to become an educator?

Example: Mrs. Linder, 3rd grade, fostered my love for reading 
and always gave me new books.

Example: My grandfather, who was like a teacher to me, always 
pushing me to work harder and reach my potential.
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CASEL and DESSA Alignment



What types of 
behaviors do you see in 
classrooms and school 

environments when 
students haven’t yet 
developed social and 

emotional skills?

https://www.mentimeter.com/s/6c66da120eeda1bc5d196941cc85de79/a2868d0ddbd0/edit


Benefits of SEL & Student Outcomes
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What are the DESSA Assessments?

Standardized Norm-Referenced Strengths-Based



Only screener to meet universal criteria set 
forth by the World Health Organization

• 8 questions

• 1 minute to complete

• 4 forms

• Screener and progress monitoring

Universal 
Screening

Progress 
Monitoring

Outcomes 
Measurement

DESSA- Mini Questions
• Accept responsibility for what she/he did?

• Do something nice for somebody?

• Speak about positive things?

• Pay attention?

THE DESSA mini

Strength Typical Need



○ 72 questions
○ Normed on a nationally 

representative sample of students , 
grades k -12, various racial, ethnic and 
socioeconomic groups were 
represented

○ 8 CASEL™ -aligned competencies

THE DESSA 

Strength Typical Need



Continuum of Scores Provided by the DESSA



MTSS and DESSA Assessment

Full 
DESSA

Full DESSA

Small Group Intervention
for SEC skill building
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In the chat, 
type 3 
things you 
notice in 
this picture.



3. Be strategic.

Tips for Ratings

2. Get familiar with DESSA items.

6. Plan your rating time.

5. Just YOUR facts.

4. Think broadly.

1. Be intentional in observation.



Strong Data

Intentional  
Decisions

Proactive Prevention & 
Intervention

Ongoing  Progress 
Monitoring

Successful Outcomes

DESSA-Mini/Full DESSA

Foundational Practices
Growth Strategies
SEL Curriculum

Aperture Decision Making Continuum
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Building Social 
and Emotional 
Skills through...
ratings, 
results, 
strategies,
and support.

What is the 
Aperture System?



Can generate and view reports only 
applicable to their students.

USER ROLE



Accessing the Aperture System

1. Click on link in email for User Signup 
and create  and activate your 
account. 

2. Go to:  
https://app.apertureed.com/login

3. “Bookmark” or “Favorite” the URL 
for future use. 

4. Sign in using your username and 
password.

5. You are all set to begin using the 
Aperture System! 

https://app.apertureed.com/login


Dashboard 

• Understand the status of 
ratings

• Quickly see results 

• Interact with results to view 
them in different ways

• Tabs at the top to jump to 
different parts of the system



Rater 



Navigation

1 2 3 4 5 6 7



Conducting a rating 



Unable to Rate



Conducting a rating 



Reporting

• Real-time results

• Interactive, filterable charts

• Downloadable reports
□ Individual student
□ Classroom



Data & Insights 



1

2

3

My Students



Individual 
Student 
Profile

1

2
3



Individual Student Rating Report



Competencies 
Report

1

2



Growth Strategies

• Divided into 8 SEL 
Competencies

• DESSA scores reported in 8 
competencies

• Divided by grade range (K-2, 3-5, 
6-8, 9-12)

• Divided by group size 
(universal, small, individual, 
home)

• Allows for focused interventions 
based on student needs

Self
Awareness

Self
Management

Social 
Awareness

Relationship
Skills

Goal-Directed 
Behavior

Personal
Responsibility

Decision
Making

Optimistic 
Thinking

APERTURE 8



Growth 
Strategies

1

2



Example Growth Strategies



To access the support portal, follow these steps: 

1. Select the Question mark in the upper 
right-hand corner of your screen.

2. A new tab will open containing the 
Support Portal 
(please ensure your browser’s pop-up blocker is disabled).

3. Type the name of the resource you are 
looking for in the search bar. 

4. To contact our Support Team, select 
Submit A Support Request button in the 
top right-hand corner to submit a ticket. 

Support Portal
Additional resources for all users in the Aperture System include video tutorials, webinars, 

educator guides, FAQs, and helpful documents.
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ABOUT THIS SESSION

Raters or Educators, 
Anyone Completing 

Student Ratings

You will be equipped 
with the necessary 

resources to complete 
ratings for students.

WHAT? WHO?

ASK QUESTIONS AT ANY TIME IN THE CHATBOX.



Reflect and Review 

What is one thing 
that you heard 
today that you 

found 
interesting?





Thank you for 
joining us 

today!

www.ApertureEd.com


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Opening Activity
	Slide Number 5
	CASEL and DESSA Alignment
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	What are the DESSA Assessments?
	THE DESSA mini
	THE DESSA 
	Slide Number 13
	MTSS and DESSA Assessment
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Dashboard 
	Rater 
	Navigation
	Conducting a rating 
	Unable to Rate
	Slide Number 28
	Reporting
	Data & Insights 
	My Students
	Individual Student Profile
	Individual Student Rating Report
	Competencies Report
	Growth Strategies
	Growth Strategies
	Example Growth Strategies
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Reflect and Review 
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44

