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FOREWORD

In 1996, after nearly 75 years of providing behavioral health, rehabilitation, and
special education services to individuals with special needs, Devereux embarked on a
new mission — primary prevention. Responding to the burgeoning numbers of children
and adolescents with social and emotional problems, the President and CEO of
Devereux began two initiatives that have evolved to become the Devereux Center for
Effective Schools (CES) and the Devereux Center for Resilient Children (DCRC).
Both centers have the goal of promoting the social-emotional competence and school
success of at-risk children. The Center for Effective Schools strives to attain this goal
through building the capacity of schools to better serve children with, or at risk for
developing emotional and behavioral disorders. They accomplish this through train-
ing, consultation, new model program development, and applied research, often deliv-
ered within a three-tiered prevention framework. More information on CES can be
found at its website, www.centerforeffectiveschools.org.

The Devereux Center for Resilient Children (DCRC) began by focusing on
enhancing the social-emotional competence and resilience of preschool children
through the Devereux Early Childhood Initiative. The mission of the DECI is to pro-
mote young children’s social and emotional development. foster resilience, and build
the skills for school and life success. The DECI staff developed the first nationally
standardized assessment of behaviors related to resilience in preschool children,
the Devereux Early Childhood Assessment or DECA (LeBuffe & Naglieri, 1999).
The DECA and other resources developed by the DECI staff are now used in thou-
sands of preschool and infant-toddler programs throughout the United States and
Canada. With the completion of this instrument, the Devereux Student Strengths

A

&> APERTURE EDUCATION 1 Eoreword



















































FIGURE 2.1
DESSA Raw Score Means by Age Group
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Mean-score differences also indicated gender differences, which refiect real dis-
parities in how boys and girls behave. Table 2.6 presents the 7-score means, standard
deviations, and sample size by scale and by rater for boys and girls. For both parent
and teacher raters, the mean-scale T-scores for girls are consistently two to four points
higher than those for boys. To evaluate the practical significance of these mean-scale
T-score differences, we calculated d-ratios, a measure of effect size, which are pre-
sented in Table 2.6. This statistic is computed by subtracting one mean from the other
and dividing that difference by the average standard deviation for the two groups
being contrasted. According to Cohen (1988), d-ratio values of less than .2 are negli-
gible. Those between .2 and .5 reflect a small-effect size. Those between .5 and .8
indicate a medium-effect size, and d-ratios greater than .8 indicate a large-effect size.
All of the d-ratios presented in Table 2.6 would be classified as small. The data in this
table indicate that, as a group, girls consistently show more behaviors related to social
and emotional competence than boys, but the magnitude of this difference is small.

Girls in the DESSA standardization sample earned higher scores than boys on
each scale. In order to preserve these important differences in social-emotional com-
petencies, we constructed the raw-score-to-7-score norms-conversion tables based on
both genders. Consequently, it can be expected that girls will, on average, earn higher
scores on the DESSA than boys. This reflects the natural differences between the gen-
ders and establishes a single set of social-emotional competency expectations that
applies equally to both genders.

After determining that norms would be constructed by rater, we examined the
distributions of raw scores for normality. The cumulative frequency distributions for
the scales all approached normality, but they were slightly positively skewed. For this
reason, we decided to compute norms using normalization procedures. This was
accomplished by fitting the obtained frequency distribution for each scale to normal
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ABOUT APERTURE EDUCATION

Aperture Education empowers over 3,000 schools and out-of-school-time pro-
grams across North America to measure, strengthen, and support social and emotional
competence in K—12 students and educators. The mission of Aperture Education is to
ensure that all members of school and out-of-school-time communities, both children
and adults, have the social and emotional skills to be successful, productive, and
happy. We achieve this by providing education leaders, teachers, out-of-school-time
staff, parents, and students with accurate and actionable data about their social and
emotional strengths and needs. We pair this data with research-informed strategies and
resources, leading to improved outcomes.

The Aperture System includes the Devereux Student Strengths Assessment
(DESSA) suite of strength-based assessments, which is lauded by researchers for its
high standards for reliability and validity and appreciated by educators for its ability
to easily and quickly identify each student’s unique social and emotional strengths and
areas of needed support. Aperture Education partners with industry curriculum leaders
to deliver research-based intervention strategies to bolster specific areas of needed
growth. Paired with robust reporting in one easy-to-use system, professional develop-
ment for staff, and an aligned educator social and emotional learning program called
the Educator Social-Emotional Reflection and Training (EdASERT). Aperture is often
favored in districts and programs nation-wide and continues to develop innovative
solutions to bring the whole child into focus.

To learn more, visit www.ApertureEd.com.
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The DESSA is part of a series of measures of behaviors related to
resilience, social-emotional competence, and school success
developed by the Devereux Center for Resilient Children. These

assessment tools span the age range of one month through the
8th grade, and include:

» The Devereux Early Childhood Assessment—
Infant/Toddler Version (DECA-1/T) for ages 1 month
to 36 months

» The Devereux Early Childhood Assessment for
Preschoolers, Second Edition (DECA-P2) for ages
3-5 years

» The Devereux Early Childhood Assessment—
Clinical Form (DECA-C) for ages 2-5 years

» The Devereux Early Childhood Assessment—
(DESSA) for grades K-8

More information about these assessment tools can be obtained
by contacting the Devereux Center for Resilient Children at
www.centerforresilientchildren.org.
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